SKERN LODGE, APPLEDORE

We are delighted to be holding our Drive-In Festival at Skern Lodge, Appledore – and we would like to
take this opportunity to thank the Skern Lodge team for their amazing support and for helping us to
deliver this very different Book Festival.

DRIVE-IN EVENTS – HOW IT WORKS
Tickets are sold per car, not per person (max. five
people per car), but please bear in mind that the backseat passengers will not get such a good view. You
should monitor Government guidelines to ensure you
comply with social distancing rules for car occupants
in force at the time.
We will continue to monitor Government guidance and
if any changes are made that could/will impact the
Festival, we will inform all customers, where possible,
via email and on our social media pages.
Gates open 45 minutes before the event start time.
Drive up to the venue entrance and show your ticket.
You will then be directed to your parking space.
Larger vehicles such as vans, pick-ups and SUVs will
be parked towards the back of the event to ensure the
screen and stage are visible to all.
Food and drinks can be pre-ordered online when
you book your tickets. Once parked, these items will
be delivered to your car. Alternatively, there is an
excellent choice of cafes and restaurants in Appledore.
We advise that you book to avoid disappointment.
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Gates close at the start of the event.
The author will appear on a raised stage. Using FM
radio transmission, the sound will be broadcast
straight to your car’s radio, while a large LED screen
provides the best quality visual experience. If your
vehicle is not equipped with an FM radio, please
bring a portable one. We are not transmitting in
a digital format, only on FM. Be aware, phone
apps will not work because they introduce a delay
causing the sound to be out of sync with the image.
Depending on guidelines and/or restrictions, it may
be possible for you to sit outside in front of your car
ensuring you stay within your designated parking
space. Please bring your own picnic chairs if you
wish to do this. We will make an announcement
before the event starts if this form of seating is
permitted (Please note: we must always adhere to
Government guidelines).
After the event, you can exit the site via the
drive-through book stall, where you can purchase
a signed copy of the author’s book – using a
contactless payment card.

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949

Welcome

This year has been extremely challenging for us all but
for our new Festival Director, Ann Juby, it has been a
nightmare. Having produced an extremely impressive
line-up of 80 events, COVID-19 struck and for a while
it looked as if The Appledore Book Festival 2020 might
have to be cancelled. Undaunted, Ann came up with
the innovative idea of a Drive-In Festival.

The Appledore Drive-In Book Festival
Obviously, this is a very different book festival,
definitely a first for Appledore and possibly the only
drive-in literary festival in the UK in 2020.
Our gratitude goes to Skern Lodge for offering the
use of their field and facilities which means that
the Festival can still take place within the parish of
Appledore allowing easy access to the village where
festival goers will be able to take advantage of all it
has to offer.
We have received tremendous support and
encouragement from our Patrons and Trustees; and as
always, the Festival Committee members, under the

leadership of the Director, have worked tirelessly to
make sure that this year’s Festival is a success.
Many authors have enthusiastically agreed to take
part in this exciting venture so you can look forward to
seeing literary legends and inspirational celebrities, all
from the safety and comfort of your own car.
We will also be offering you a ‘drive-thru’ experience to
purchase books from festival authors.
Our thanks go to everyone including our sponsors,
advertisers, Friends, volunteers and you, the audience,
without whom this very different festival would not be
possible. We are very proud to be able to present The
Appledore Book Festival, unlike anything we’ve known
before but as an exciting new experiment which we
hope you will enjoy despite social distancing.

Pat Hadley-Smith

FOLLOW US

Chair of Trustees

We are delighted to feature truly spectacular
photography, by Terry Mathews, in this year’s
Festival Programme. Terry has kindly gifted the
Festival his photographs of Appledore – most
of which appear on our new website.
You will often see his amazing work in
catalogues, advertising projects and in major
newspapers and magazines across the globe.
We had hoped to display Terry’s work in St.
Mary’s Hall during our Festival period. However,
due to the current social distancing guidelines,
we are postponing his exhibition to 2021.
www.terrymathews.photography
To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY
Each year surplus monies from the Festival go towards
our Schools Programme and, where possible, support
for activities/projects in our local community.

Schools Week
The Largest Schools Outreach
Programme of its kind in the UK
Our aim is to delight and inspire the readers and
writers of the future and in 2019 we certainly
managed to achieve this!
Twenty-five internationally renowned authors,
poets and illustrators were taken to 50 schools
and four libraries across North Devon and Torridge
to present 120 talks or workshops to over 6,500
young people - all in the space of five days! This
would not have been possible without the support
of our dedicated team of volunteer stewards who
drove the authors to far-flung venues. Our thanks
also go to our sponsors: Waterstones, Bideford
Bridge Trust and local Rotary Clubs who helped to
make these exceptional events possible.

In a normal year by July we would be finalising
arrangements for talks and workshops to be
delivered to young people from pre-school to Sixth
Form during our Schools Week. We had secured an
amazing line-up of acclaimed authors and were set
to include even more schools in our programme but
unfortunately due to COVID-19 we have reluctantly
decided to cancel the 2020 Appledore Book Festival
Schools Week. Obviously we are really disappointed
to have had to make this decision but in the end we
had to acknowledge that there are just too many
uncertainties for us to be able to plan a meaningful
event and the safety of our stewards, students, staff
and authors had to be considered above all else.
However, we are already planning additional events
for later in 2020 and throughout 2021 so that
we can continue to excite, delight and inspire the
readers and writers of the future.

The Schools Team

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
7pm-10pm

VIP FRIENDS EVENT
DINNER & ENTERTAINMENT
Drive-In Skern Lodge, £TBC
We will be holding our annual VIP Friends Event on the
evening before the main Festival.
This year will be a very different event and we are looking
forward to welcoming our marvellous supporters to our
2020 exclusive Friends evening.
The evening will be a mix of great food and entertainment all from the comfort of your own car.
Friends will receive an invitation, along with the menus and
dietary requirements.
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To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949

TUESDAY
22 SEPT

MONDAY 21 SEPT

SUNDAY 20 SEPT

SATURDAY 19 SEPT

FRIDAY 18 SEPT

WHAT’S 0N AT A GLANCE
10.00

Alexander Larman

The Crown In Crisis

£20 per car

12.30

Iain Dale

Why Can’t We All Just Get Along?

£20 per car

15.00

Mark Lane

Royal Gardens Of The World

£20 per car

17.30

Rachel Reeves MP

Women of Westminster

£20 per car

20.00

Richard Osman

The Thursday Murder Club

£45 per car

9.00

Local Nature Walk

Walk On The Wild Side

10.00

Tansy E Hoskins

Foot Work

£7 per person
£20 per car

12.30

Jeremy Vine

The Diver and the Lover

£30 per car

14.00

Local Nature Walk

Tall Tales with Local Twists

15.00

Amanda Owen

Adventures Of The Yorkshire Shepherdess

£7 per person
£20 per car

17.30

S J Watson

Final Cut

£20 per car

20.00

Dr Michael Mosley

COVID-19; Fast Asleep

£30 per car

10.00

Dan Eatherley

Invasive Aliens

£20 per car

12.30

Lord Michael Cashman

One Of Them

£20 per car

13.30

Local Nature Walk

Tall Tales with Local Twists

15.00

Michael Morpurgo

Boy Giant, Son of Gulliver

£7 per person

16.00

Local Nature Walk

Walk On The Wild Side

17.30

Adele Parks

Just My Luck

£20 per car

20.00

Sir Kim Darroch

Collateral Damage

£30 per car

9.30

Local Nature Walk

Tall Tales with Local Twists

10.00

Viv Groskop

Au Revoir, Tristesse

£20 per car

12.30

Catherine Belton

Putin’s People

£20 per car

£30 per car
£7 per person

£7 per person

15.00

Hamish de Bretton-Gordon Chemical Warrior

16.00

Local Nature Walk

Walk On The Wild Side

£20 per car

17.30

Kate Humble

A Year Of Living Simply

£30 per car

20.00

Shobna Gulati

Remember Me?

£30 per car

£7 per person

10.00

Alison Weir

Katheryn Howard

£20 per car

12.30

Susan Ronald

Condé Nast

£20 per car

15.00

Emily Brand

The Fall Of The House Of Byron

£20 per car

17.30

Ben Collins

Aston Martin - The Story of a British Icon

£20 per car

20.00

Lucy Porter

Comedian Event - Be Prepared

£30 per car

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
10am-11am

THE CROWN IN CRISIS: COUNTDOWN
TO THE ABDICATION
Alexander Larman

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
In December 1936, Britain faced a
constitutional crisis that was the gravest
threat to the institution of the monarchy
since the execution of Charles I. The ruling
monarch, Edward VIII, wished to marry
the American divorcée Wallis Simpson and
crown her as his Queen.
Using previously unpublished and rare
archival material, and new interviews
with those who knew Edward and Wallis,
Alexander’s book is the conclusive
exploration of how an unthinkable and
unprecedented event tore the country
apart.

12.30pm-1.30pm

Publisher: Weidenfeld & Nicolson

WHY CAN’T WE ALL
JUST GET ALONG
Iain Dale

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
This is the much-anticipated new book by
LBC broadcaster and For the Many co-host,
Iain Dale.
In an increasingly divided society, why
have we all become so disrespectful and
intolerant? How did it become acceptable for
a Tory MP to tell Theresa May to ‘bring her
own noose’, or a great historian like Simon
Schama to tweet ‘fatso’ at Boris Johnson?
Full of brilliant anecdotes and encounters
with leading figures in public life, Why Can’t
We All Just Get Along is optimistic about the
fundamental decencies embedded in human
nature.

QUESTIONS FOR AUTHORS
If you are coming along to one of the events and would
like to ask the author a question, here’s how to do it:
1) On the day there will be stewards who can bring a microphone
to your car window. Just flash your car lights and we will endeavour
to come over to you.
2) Upon arrival you can fill in this form below and hand it to the steward on
the gate.
3) Prior to arrival you can email us on: friends@appledorebookfestival.co.uk
Please note: we cannot guarantee your question will be used.
AUTHOR:
QUESTION:

We are delighted to be
welcoming Iain to the
Appledore stage.
Publisher:
HarperCollins
Photographer Credit:
Steve Ullathorne
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NAME:

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949

FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
5.30pm-6.30pm

WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER: THE MPS
WHO CHANGED POLITICS
Rachel Reeves MP

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
In the past 100 years, a total of 491 women
have been elected to Parliament. Yet it
was not until 2016 that the total number of
women ever elected surpassed the number
of male MPs in a single parliament.
The achievements of these political
pioneers have been remarkable – Britain
has now had two female Prime Ministers
and women MPs have made significant
strides in fighting for gender equality from the earliest suffrage campaigns, to
Barbara Castle’s fight for equal pay, to
Harriet Harman’s recent legislation on the
gender pay gap.
We are delgihted to welcome Rachel to
Appledore.
Publisher: Bloomsbury

3pm-4pm

ROYAL GARDENS
OF THE WORLD
Mark Lane

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
8pm-9pm

THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB
Richard Osman

Drive-In Event, £45 per car (includes signed hard copy of book)
Richard Osman is a British television
producer and presenter on shows
including Pointless and Richard Osman’s
House of Games. The Thursday Murder
Club is his first book in the gripping
Thursday Murder Club series. Set in a
fictional ‘luxury retirement village’ off
the A21 in Kent, The Thursday Murder
Club stars four retirees who meet every
Thursday to solve cold cases.
Worldwide film rights for the book have
been acquired by Amblin Partners, the
film and television production company
led by Steven Spielberg.
Join Richard in conversation with Jeremy
Vine.
Publisher: Viking
Picture Credit: Penguin Books

BBC Gardeners’ World presenter, Mark Lane’s
new book is a sumptuous exploration of 21
of the world’s most celebrated royal gardens,
from the formal splendour of Versailles to the
organic, sustainable Highgrove.
This inspiring global selection of royal
gardens is a must read for any gardening
enthusiast or armchair traveller, taking
the reader on a journey of architecturally
significant houses and their classic gardens
as well as providing planting ideas that range
from modest to grand, simple to ornate.
Each featured garden will include the
history, plantings and evolution of the
garden as well as plant portraits of key
plants and information about the design
and layout of each. Countries included are:
England, Scotland,
Germany, France, Italy,
Spain, Austria, the
Czech Republic, the
Netherlands, Sweden,
Denmark, Russia, India,
Bali and Japan.
Publisher: Octopus

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER
10am-11am

FOOT WORK: WHAT YOUR SHOES ARE
DOING TO THE WORLD
Tansy E Hoskins

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
In 2018, 66.3 million pairs of shoes were
manufactured across the world every
single day. This adds up to a total of
24.2 billion pairs. They have never been
cheaper to buy, and we have never been
more convinced that we need to buy them.
Yet their cost to the planet has never been
greater.
A hard-hitting book with powerful firsthand reporting, FOOT WORK will open
discussions about overconsumption,
capitalism, the working conditions of
the world’s poorest people and our
relationship with the ‘things’ in our lives.

12.30pm-1.30pm

THE DIVER AND THE
LOVER

Publisher: Weidenfeld & Nicolson

Jeremy Vine

Drive-In Event, £30 per car
Our Festival Patron, Jeremy Vine, is one
of the UK’s leading broadcasters, an
accomplished journalist and writer.

9am-11am

The Diver and The Lover is a compelling
story of love, art, politics, and sacrifice that
explores the lengths we will go to for who or what - we love. The novel is set against
the backdrop of post-civil war Catalonia and
is based on the real events surrounding one
of Salvador Dali’s most famous paintings.

Martin Unwin

It is 1951 and sisters Ginny and Meredith
have travelled from England to Spain in
order to help Meredith recover from a terrible
trauma. While there they discover that the
artist Salvador Dali is staying in nearby Port
Lligat. Meredith is fascinated by modern art
and longs to meet the famous surrealist.
We look forward to
welcoming Jeremy
back to Appledore.
Publisher: Coronet
Photographer Credit:
John Mackenzie
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2pm-3.30pm

WALK ON THE
WILD SIDE

TALL TALES WITH
LOCAL TWISTS

Fringe Event, £7

Fringe Event, £7

Meet at Appledore
Lifeboat Station. Car
parking nearby.

Meet at the Appledore Baptist Church

Local wildlife expert,
Martin Unwin, will be
your guide as he takes
you on a delightful
walk to discover the
exciting bird life that
can be found along the
Appledore coastline.
It is recommended
that you bring a pair of
binoculars with you.

KS

Pete Yeo

A 90 minute walk and talk with local
plant advocate Pete Yeo, exploring
some of Appledore’s introduced plants
and their cultural and ecological
significance.
Amongst others you’ll meet an
American herbal immigrant with an
alternative history, a future anchor
tree species of our climate-impacted
woodlands, the ‘Appledore myrtle’, and
a local specimen of the world’s largest
blossoming plant (clue: it’s a climber).
You can find out more about Pete at
www.futureflora.co.uk.

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER
5.30pm-6.30pm

FINAL CUT
S. J. Watson

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
S. J. Watson’s first novel, Before I Go To Sleep
was an international success and was made
into a film staring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth
and Mark Strong.
Steve will be talking about his latest
book, Final Cut, about a young ambitious
documentary film maker whose first film was
lauded and her second less so, and who is
struggling with her third film. She hits on the
idea of making a film about life in a small,
northern village and is persuaded, against her
better judgement and for reasons unknown,
to film in Blackwood Bay. Once there she
discovers a town shrouded in mystery and
full of secrets that threaten to engulf and
ultimately destroy her. She has to dig deep to
save herself, as well as the lives of others.
Publisher: Doubleday
Photographer: Colin Thomas

3pm-4pm

ADVENTURES OF
THE YORKSHIRE
SHEPHERDESS
Amanda Owen

Drive-In Event, £20 per car

8pm-9pm

FAST ASLEEP

HOW TO GET A REALLY
GOOD NIGHT’S REST

COVID-19

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT CORONAVIRUS AND THE
RACE FOR THE VACCINE

Dr Michael Mosley
Drive-In Event, £30 per car
We are delighted to be welcoming awardwinning science journalist, Dr. Michael
Mosley, to the Appledore stage to talk
about his two latest books: ‘COVID-19,
Everything you need to know about
CORONAVIRUS and the race for the
vaccine’ and ‘Fast Asleep. How to get a
really good night’s rest’.
Dr. Mosley will help us to understand
more about the Coronavirus explaining
how we can protect ourselves and our
family. He will also be discussing exactly
what happens to us when we sleep and
how sleep is more important to our longterm health.
Publisher: Short Books
Photographer Credit: David Bostock

Three bestselling books, two hit TV series,
1000 sheep, nine ‘free range’ children, one
husband and an assortment of farmyard
animals - life for Amanda Owen, the Yorkshire
Shepherdess, is anything but dull!
Amanda’s warm and entertaining accounts
of the ups and downs of daily life have
charmed readers everywhere. In Adventures
of the Yorkshire Shepherdess, Amanda brings
readers up-to-date with life at Ravenseat, a
remote hill farm high in the Yorkshire Dales:
from tackling the long, brutal winter of 2018,
to sharing a love of wild swimming with the
children.
We look forward to hearing what life is really
like for the Yorkshire Shepherdess.

Publisher: Pan
Macmillan
Photographer credit:
Ian Forsyth

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
10am-11am

INVASIVE ALIENS: THE PLANTS AND
ANIMALS FROM OVER THERE THAT ARE
OVER HERE.
Dan Eatherley

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Today’s countryside is filled with squirrels
and sycamores, ladybirds and pheasants,
even Canada and Egyptian geese aren’t
out of place. The British Isles have been
colonised by a succession of animals,
plants, fungi and other organisms that
apparently belong elsewhere. Indeed, it’s
often hard to sort out the native from
foreign.
British naturalist, writer and environmental
consultant, Dan Eatherley, talks about his
book Invasive Aliens – a unique history of
plant and animal invaders of the British
Isles spanning thousands of years.

12.30pm-1.30pm

ONE OF THEM: FROM
ALBERT SQUARE TO
PARLIAMENT SQUARE

Publisher: William Collins

Lord Michael Cashman

Drive-In Event, £20 per car

1.30pm-3pm

N AT URE WA L
4pm-6pm

As a beloved actor of stage and screen; as
a campaigner for gay rights; as an MEP and
as a life peer, Lord Cashman has lived many
lives, all of them remarkable.

TALL TALES WITH
LOCAL TWISTS

WALK ON THE
WILD SIDE

His beautifully written memoir, One of Them,
contains as many multitudes as its author:
glorious nostalgia, wicked showbiz gossip, a
stirring history of a civil rights movement, a
sorrowfully clear-eyed exposition of Britain’s
standing in Europe, and an unforgettable
love story. Told with warmth, wit and
humanity, it is an account of a life lived
both left-of-field and firmly embedded in
the heart of all that makes Britain liberal
and good.

Fringe Event, £7

Fringe Event, £7

Meet at the Appledore Baptist Church
A 90 minute walk and talk with local
plant advocate Pete Yeo, exploring
some of Appledore’s introduced plants
and their cultural and ecological
significance.
Amongst others you’ll meet an
American herbal immigrant with an
alternative history, a future anchor
tree species of our climate-impacted
woodlands, the ‘Appledore myrtle’, and
a local specimen of the world’s largest
blossoming plant (clue: it’s a climber).
You can find out more about Pete at
www.futureflora.co.uk.

Meet at Appledore
Lifeboat Station. Car
parking nearby.

We are delighted to be
welcoming Lord Cashman
to this year’s Drive-In
Festival.
Publisher: Bloomsbury

Pete Yeo

KS

Martin Unwin

Local wildlife expert,
Martin Unwin, will be
your guide as he takes
you on a delightful
walk to discover the
exciting bird life that
can be found along the
Appledore coastline.
It is recommended
that you bring a pair of
binoculars with you.

Photographer credit:
Nikki Powell
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SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
5.30pm-6.30pm

JUST MY LUCK
Adele Parks

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
For fifteen years, Lexi and Jake have played
the same six numbers with their friends, the
Pearsons and the Heathcotes. Over dinner
parties, they’ve discussed the important stuff –
kids, marriages, jobs and houses – and they’ve
laughed off their disappointment when they
failed to win anything more than a tenner.
But then, one Saturday night, the unthinkable
happens. There’s a rift in the group. Someone
doesn’t tell the truth. And soon after, six
numbers come up which change everything
forever. Lexi and Jake have a ticket worth £18
million and their friends are determined to claim
a share...
Join Adele Parks, author of nineteen
international bestsellers, as she chats about
her twentieth novel in 20 years.
Publisher: Harper Collins HQ

3pm-4pm

BOY GIANT, SON OF
GULLIVER
Michael Morpurgo

Drive-In Event, £30 per car
8pm-9pm

COLLATERAL DAMAGE: BRITAIN,
AMERICA AND EUROPE IN THE AGE
OF TRUMP
Sir Kim Darroch

Drive-In Event, £30 per car
Sir Kim Darroch served as UK Ambassador to
the US from January 2016 to December 2019,
resigning over leaked cables which were critical
of the Trump administration.
His book, Collateral Damage: Britain, America
and Europe in the Age of Trump, is the first
insight into his dramatic resignation and his
view on Washington politics.
As one of the UK’s most experienced and
respected diplomats, Sir Kim will be talking
about the inside story behind his resignation;
the challenges of dealing with the Trump White
House and his perspective on Brexit.
Publisher: William Collins

Michael Morpurgo returns to the Appledore
Book Festival to talk about his thrilling new
book inspired by the classic story of Gulliver’s
Travels.
Boy Giant tells the story of Omar, a young
Afghanistan boy fleeing his war torn home.
To reach safety, Omar’s mother puts him on
a dinghy in the hope of him joining family in
Mevagissey, England. When a storm strikes
the small boat, he finds himself swept ashore
on an island called Lilliput and discovers
the only inhabitants are very small. He is
welcomed by these tiny people who believe
he is like Gulliver, a giant who came to their
island over 300 years ago.

Publisher:
Harper Collins
Children’s Books
Picture Credit:
Harper Collins

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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MONDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
10am-11am

AU REVOIR, TRISTESSE: LESSONS IN
HAPPINESS FROM FRENCH LITERATURE
Viv Groskop

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Comedian and broadcaster Viv Groskop mixes
literary history and memoir to explore how the
classics of French literature can infuse our lives
with uncertain je-ne-sais-quoi and teach us
how to say goodbye to sadness.
From the frothy hedonism of Colette and the
wit of Cyrano de Bergerac to the intoxicating
universe of Marguerite Duras and the heady
passions of Les Liaisons Dangereuses, Viv
presents a love letter to great French writers and asks: “What is it about these books that is
so special - and so French?”

12.30pm-1.30pm

Order yourself a croissant and coffee and join
Viv as she takes a light-hearted look at how to
bring more joie de vivre into our lives through
French literature.

PUTIN’S PEOPLE
Catherine Belton

Publisher: Abrams & Chronicle Books

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Russian President Vladimir Putin has
sustained a relentless, severe and at times
brutal grip on power since he assumed office
in 2000. But how did he rise to the top of
Russia’s political establishment? Who are
those in his inner circle that protect him? Is
he the political mastermind he would like the
West to believe he is or was his ascendance
merely a case of ‘right place, right time’?
In Putin’s People, former Financial Times
Moscow correspondent and investigative
journalist, Catherine Belton, tells the untold
story of the rise of Vladimir Putin and the
small group of KGB men surrounding him.
Based on many years of research, Catherine
charts the relentless seizure of private
companies and the installation of those
closest to Putin into the richest, highest
seats of power.
Join Catherine, in
conversation, as she talks
about how Russia’s regime
actually operates.

9.30am-11am

N AT URE WA L
4pm-6pm

KS

TALL TALES WITH
LOCAL TWISTS

WALK ON THE
WILD SIDE

Fringe Event, £7

Fringe Event, £7

Meet at the Appledore Baptist Church
A 90 minute walk and talk with local plant
advocate Pete Yeo, exploring some of
Appledore’s introduced plants and their
cultural and ecological significance.
Amongst others you’ll meet an American
herbal immigrant with an alternative history,
a future anchor tree species of our climateimpacted woodlands, the ‘Appledore myrtle’,
and a local specimen of the world’s largest
blossoming plant (clue: it’s a climber).
You can find out more about Pete at
www.futureflora.co.uk.

Meet at Appledore
Lifeboat Station. Car
parking nearby.

Pete Yeo

Martin Unwin

Local wildlife expert,
Martin Unwin, will be
your guide as he takes
you on a delightful
walk to discover the
exciting bird life that
can be found along the
Appledore coastline.
It is recommended
that you bring a pair of
binoculars with you.

Publisher:
William Collins
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MONDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
3pm-4pm

CHEMICAL WARRIOR
Hamish de Bretton-Gordon
Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Hamish de Bretton-Gordon has
devoted his life to fighting the
use of chemical weapons and
helping those who suffer at their
hands. It’s a threat that has
never been greater – from the
attacks against civilians in Syria
to the Novichok poisoning on
home soil in Salisbury.
As Commanding Officer of the
Chemical, Biological, Radiological
& Nuclear Defence Regiment,
Hamish led the charge against
these devastating weapons.
Hamish will discuss the unique
world of battlefield expertise and
his humanitarian work.
Publisher: Headline

5.30pm-6.30pm

A YEAR OF LIVING
SIMPLY:
MY JOURNEY FROM
COMPLEXITY TO
CONTENTMENT
Kate Humble

8pm-9pm

REMEMBER ME? DISCOVERING MY
MOTHER AS SHE LOST HER MEMORY
Shobna Gulati

Drive-In Event, £30 per car
In December 2019, soon after her mother’s
untimely death, Shobna Gulati discovered
bags and bags stuffed with press cuttings in
her family home, spanning Shobna’s life from
childhood right up until her mother died. As
Shobna sat in the midst of a sea of clippings
she began to think over her mother’s life and
the stories that had only begun to surface from
her past as she lost her to dementia. Remember
Me? is a heartbreakingly courageous and tender
memoir.
Shobna became a household name for her role
as Anita in Victoria Wood’s Dinnerladies and as
Sunita, in Coronation Street. She also appeared
as a presenter on Loose Women (ITV), and
recently starred in Doctor Who.
Publisher: Cassell
Photographer Credit: Garry Lake

Drive-In Event, £30 per car
If there is one thing that most of us aspire to,
it is, simply, to be happy. And yet attaining
happiness has become, it appears, anything
but simple. Having stuff - The Latest, The
Newest, The Best Yet - is all too often peddled
as the sure fire route to happiness. So why
then, in our consumer-driven society, is
depression, stress and anxiety ever more
common, affecting every strata of society and
every age, even, worryingly, the very young?
Kate Humble is a farmer, writer, activist,
entrepreneur and one of the UK’s best-known
TV presenters. She returns to Appledore to
discuss her latest book, A Year of Living
Simply. This fresh and
frank exploration of a
stripped-back approach to
life is uplifting, engaging
and inspiring - and will
help us all find balance and
happiness every day.
Publisher: Octopus

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER
10am-11am

KATHERYN HOWARD:
THE TAINTED QUEEN
Alison Weir

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Alison Weir, is a UK top-selling
female historian, having sold over 3
million books worldwide.
Katheryn Howard: The Tainted Queen
is the fifth in the Six Tudor Queens
series about the wives of Henry VIII
and relates one of the most tragic
stories in English history.
The earlier books in the series
– Katherine of Aragon: The True
Queen; Anne Boleyn: A King’s
Obsession; Jane Seymour, The
Haunted Queen; and Anna of Kleve:
Queen of Secrets were all Sunday
Times bestsellers.

12.30pm-1.30pm

CONDÉ NAST: THE MAN
AND HIS EMPIRE

Publisher: Headline

Susan Ronald

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Susan Ronald is a British-American
biographer and historian of eight books. She
is talking to Judi Spiers about her biography
of Condé Nast, the pioneering publisher of
Vogue and Vanity Fair.
Condé Nast’s life and career was as high
profile and glamorous as his magazines.
Moving to New York in the early twentieth
century with just the shirt on his back, he
soon became the highest paid executive in
the United States.
Written with the cooperation of his family on
both sides of the Atlantic and a dedicated
team at Condé Nast Publications, critically
acclaimed biographer Susan Ronald
reveals the life of an
extraordinary American
success story.
Publisher:
St Martin’s Press
Picture Credit:
Andrew Balerdi
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QUESTIONS FOR AUTHORS
If you are coming along to one of the events and would
like to ask the author a question, here’s how to do it:
1) On the day there will be stewards who can bring a microphone
to your car window. Just flash your car lights and we will endeavour
to come over to you.
2) Upon arrival you can fill in this form below and hand it to the steward on
the gate.
3) Prior to arrival you can email us on: friends@appledorebookfestival.co.uk
Please note: we cannot guarantee your question will be used.
AUTHOR:
QUESTION:

NAME:

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949

TUESDAY 22 SEPTEMBER
5.30pm-6.30pm

ASTON MARTIN:
THE STORY OF A BRITISH ICON
Ben Collins

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
Ben Collins, formerly The Stig from BBC’s
internationally acclaimed Top Gear, was the
benchmark of speed against which hundreds
of celebrities set themselves, and the man that
everyone – including Formula One stars Nigel
Mansell and Lewis Hamilton – tried and failed
to beat. He is also the go-to guy for Hollywood
car chases (driving as Bond’s stunt double
in every film since Quantum of Solace), and
has raced successfully in almost every class
imaginable, from Touring Cars and Le Mans 24
Hour to the American Stock Car circuit.
Join Ben as he discusses his new book - an
extraordinary story of spies, lies and harddriving genius.
Publisher: Quercus
Photographer Credit: Dickie Dawson

3pm-4pm

THE FALL OF THE
HOUSE OF BYRON
Emily Brand

Drive-In Event, £20 per car
8pm-10pm

BE PREPARED
Lucy Porter

Drive-In Event, £30 per car
Comedian Lucy Porter will bring
her brand-new stand-up show to
Appledore this evening.
At Brownies, Lucy thought she’d
be prepared for anything as long
as she had her emergency 10p for
a phone box, and knew how to tie
a Fisherman’s knot. Life turned out
to be slightly more complicated
than Brown Owl let on.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century,
Newstead Abbey, was among the most
prosperous and fashionable aristocratic
homes in England. It was the abode of
William, 4th Baron Byron - a popular amateur
composer and artist. But only a few decades
later, the building had become a crumbling
and ill-cared-for ruin.
This was the home that Lord Byron, the
Romantic poet, soldier, and adventurer would inherit in 1798.
The Fall of the House of Byron follows the
fates of Lord Byron’s ancestors over three
generations. A compelling story of prominent
and controversial characters, it is a
sumptuous family portrait and an electrifying
work of social history.

Be prepared: Be prepared to tie
yourself up in knots laughing!
Lucy has made recent TV
appearances on shows such as
Would I Lie to You, QI and she’s
also a regular on Radio 4’s News
Quiz and The Now Show.

Publisher:
John Murray

To book tickets visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk or call our Box Office 01237 424 949
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3 EASY WAYS TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS
1. ONLINE

3. IN PERSON

Visit www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk.

Box Office open: 10am to 5pm (11am to 5pm on Sundays)
Docton Court Gallery, 2 Myrtle Street, Appledore,
EX39 1PH
Tel: 01237 424 949
Email: boxoffice@appledorebookfestival.co.uk

2. BY PHONE
Ring the Box Office on 01237 424 949.

HOW TO GET TO SKERN LODGE
By Road: From M5 Junction 27, head towards Barnstaple on the A361. From Barnstaple follow signs for Bideford A39, then
follow signs to Appledore A386. Follow the signs to turn left onto Broad Lane. At the junction turn right and after passing
Watertown Garage on your left you will find Skern Lodge clearly marked on your right.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
FESTIVAL BOOKSHOP

TOILETS

This year we will have a drive-through book stall, where you
will be able to purchase signed copies of books using your
bank/credit card contactless payment.

Toilets, including disabled facilities, will be on site. We ask
that you adhere to all current safety measures.

PARKING FOR EVENTS
This is a Drive-In Festival, therefore all cars will be parked
on site and you are to remain in your cars, unless told
otherwise.

PARKING IN APPLEDORE VILLAGE
There is street parking in Appledore, but we recommend you
park in the various car parks around the village. Please see
our map at the back of the programme for details.

BOOK SIGNING
In order to adhere to any social distancing restrictions, book
signing will not take place this year. However, the authors
are signing their books before the event, and you will be
able to purchase these, at the drive-through book stall,
when exiting the event. Contactless payment cards only.

FOOD/REFRESHMENTS
Light snacks and refreshments can be pre-ordered and
paid for through our online booking system. You can do this
when you book your tickets.
Alternatively, there’s a fabulous choice of cafes and
restaurants in Appledore – but remember, it might be wise
to book a table.

ON SITE SUPPORT
Our volunteers and organisers will be on hand throughout
the event, to help and guide you. To ask for assistance,
please flash your car lights or raise your arm out of your car
window. Emergency tel.no: 01237 475992 (Skern Lodge office hours only).

SAFETY
Full safety details will be displayed at the venue.

To book tickets visit appledorebookfestival.co.uk
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THANK YOU
OUR PATRONS

Nick
Arnold

Andy
Cooper

Tanya
Landman

Judi
Spiers

Jeremy
Vine

Richard
Wolfenden-Brown

We are so grateful to our Patrons who give up their valuable time to advise and
support us. Their suggestions and input are so appreciated; and we are delighted
that they can all join us for this year’s alternative Drive-In Festival.
TRUSTEES AND FESTIVAL TEAM

FESTIVAL SPONSORS

The Festival wouldn’t happen without our amazing Trustees and Festival
Team who work all year round to plan and deliver the Festival for our
community and visitors.
TRUSTEES
Richard Cable
Pat Hadley-Smith
Mark Juby
Sara Mendosa
John Rankine
Susan Sandon

FESTIVAL TEAM
Judith Byrne
David Carter
Nicola Cockell
Pat Glover
Pat Hadley-Smith
Ann Juby
Isabella Leonard

Sara Mendosa
Tricia Morris
Susie Palmer
Joy Smart
Judi Unwin
Marilyn Young

Special thanks to our main
Festival Sponsors:
Skern Lodge
Waggle Events
Gold Coast Media
Clevera

EVENT SPONSORS

A list of all our sponsors,
including event sponsors can
be seen on our website and at
the Festival on the day of their
sponsored event.

OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS
A huge thank you to all our many volunteers who help to set-up and steward
the events each year. They give their time free of charge – and their help and
support is invaluable to the success of the Festival. They can be seen wearing
tabards at the Festival.
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