
,“The most beautiful 

festival in the world” – 
Penny Vincenzi 

The Appledore Book Festival 2008 
 
Welcome to the official report of the second Appledore Book Festival but, first a heart-felt round of 
applause for some special people.  A book festival like ours depends on the vision and generosity of 
sponsors without whom its wonderful success would not have been possible … 
 

 
 

It gives us great pleasure to thank  
THE GOLSONCOTT FOUNDATION  

 

whose sponsorship arrived too late to be acknowledged in the 2008 
brochure. 

Aims of the Festival 



“It was the first time we’ve been but we’ll be 

back again..” 

A festival-goer. 

 

The Appledore Book Festival is a registered charity founded in 2006 with the aim of 

spreading a love of reading and learning in North Devon.  More ambitiously it has sought to 

regenerate the community by encouraging visitors to this beautiful part of England.   
 

In all of these aims the festival has far surpassed the aims of its founders. 
 

Exciting events 
“Thank you, Appledore!”  Libby Purves 

 
The 50+ events of the 2007 festival represented a stunning debut for a previously unknown 

festival but 2008 put that in the shade with events of all kinds that will live long in the 

collective memory. 

   

Things got started in hilarious fashion when the enormously talented and bearded children’s 

author Philip Ardagh, described by the Guardian as a “National Treasure” launched the 

festival.  Here he is with Festival Director Nick Arnold: 

 

Amongst the many “big names” of the 
festival there were brilliant speeches by 

Roy Hattersley, Tony Benn and Sir 

Peregrine Worsthorne whilst 
bestselling author Penny Vincenzi and 

acclaimed journalist and broadcaster  

Libby Purves (below right) wowed the 

fans.  Just as excitingly the festival 

attracted three of the biggest 

names in British sports writing 

for one of those events that you 

want to go on for ever and on 

the final Sunday Kate Adie 

once again filled St. Mary’s Church to overflowing. 
 

History both local and national is always a strong strand of the festival and there were 

host of brilliant talks on the subject.  Just before the festival Nick Arnold’s dramatic 

discovery of the site of the Battle of Cynuit made headline national news and has 

now resulted in the scheduling of the battlefield. 

In all nearly 4000 people attended the public events and the feedback has been sweet 

music to the ears. 

 

A love of reading for a new generation 
“How especially brilliant to be here for such a great festival 

in a place as lovely and unique as Appledore,.”  Kjartan 

Poskitt 

 

Children’s events are another big attraction and the living embodiment of the festival’s aim to 
spread a love of reading.  In 2008 Appledore welcomed Dugald Steer and Kjartan Poskitt 

amongst many others.  On the final weekend Nick Sharratt (left) and Jeremy Strong (right) 

attracted long queues of young fans.   
 



 
 

Away from the public spotlight there were author events in no fewer than 15 schools 
featuring some of Britain’s most acclaimed children’s authors including Geraldine 

McCaughrean, Vivian French and Sam Llewellyn.  Thanks to the generosity of local 

charity BookReliefUK, the Book Festival was able to launch three projects that will give £20 
of free books to 90 children in three local schools.  For many of these children these will be 

first books they have ever owned and an inspiring introduction to the magical world of 

reading. 

 

A genius for Publicity 

ÂTÑÑÄxwÉÜx „ ÄÉÇz ytÅÉâá yÉÜ |àá á{|Ñá @ ÅÉäxá |ÇàÉ vâÄàâÜx?Ê  gÉÇç UxÇÇ 
 

The enthusiastic support of media including our title sponsor The North Devon Journal, local 

media, TV, newspapers and magazines ensured that the message of the festival was spread far 

and wide.   

Devon Library and Information Service organised exhibitions and distributed brochures 

throughout the county and supported a scheme to give free tickets to children who completed 

the summer reading challenge.  Just turn the page for a reminder of the astonishing launch of 
the festival brochure on St. George’s Day starring St. George (with support from the Co-op)! 

 
 

A new kind of culture 
“A privilege to be here,”  Sir Peregrine Worsthorne 

 
In 2007 everyone who came to Appledore remarked on the buzz, the energy, the friendliness 

that reigned in the picturesque streets and crowded cafes.  2008 rekindled that spirit and more.  

The Festival has made Appledore a place for ideas and ideals, for the meeting of minds and 
the discovery of new interests.  The vibrancy and excitement of the festival was caught in 



events by poets such as David Johnson, and the amazing Jazz evening.  The support from the 

community has been humbling with over 70 volunteers and a packed Appledorian evening 

to celebrate and rescue from oblivion Appledore’s distinctive recipes handed down through 

the generations. 

 
 

The soul of the festival 
“Appledore is Devon’s best-kept secret.  Dickensian streets and views to die 

for,”  Steve Barlow 

 

At the very heart of Appledore’s Book Festival is the 

historic village and the inspiration that although it’s 

not the biggest and richest festival in Britain it can be 

the friendliest and the most innovative. 

 
Last year the Festival introduced shows based on the 

lives of dead authors – this year Appledore became 

the first British book festival to brew its own beer – 

seen here being enjoyed by Roy Hattersley.  

The  Gardener’s Question time sponsored by St. 

John’s Garden Centre was another first for a British 

book festival  

 

And what of the future? 
“I check the website regularly for 

updates on next year’s festival and 

wish you all the best with your 

preparations,”  DL 

 
In 2006 there was no Appledore Book Festival and at the start of October the village was 

silent and grey, the shops and cafes were empty and the children didn’t talk about books.   

 

This year the organisers are planning the third festival that will run from 26 September to 4 

October 2009 and is set to be the best ever.  Once again it will be based in Appledore and 

authors booked to date (15/11/08) include Tony Benn, Colin Dexter, Ian Mortimer, Peter 

Christie, Philip Reeve, Peter Lord, Sally Nicholls and Anita Ganeri. 
 

Without the kind support of our sponsors nothing is possible but with their help Appledore 

can be “the most beautiful festival in the world”.  The organisers have great pleasure in 
inviting sponsors to renew their support for Appledore Book Festival in 2008. 

 

 

 

 

Once again Walter 
Henry’s did a fantastic 
job as the festival 
bookshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

For more information contact:  Carol Saumarez at appledorebookfestival.co.uk 
Or e-mail:  appledorebookfestival@yahoo.co.uk 


